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THE   TIMES   HISTOBY   OF   THE   WAR.
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Tarnow. Trenches cannot change from a temporary expedient into a permanent strong Jine unless the mean? of communication in their rear facilitate the upkeep of a continuous supply of ammunition and men, and also the execution of quick concentrations in case of an attack by the enemy. Of course, a good system of communications is at least equally indispensable for the execiition of such attacks. In the West the railway net is more or less equally well developed along the entire front. In Russian Poland the system of communications practically limits tho German offensive to the northern section of tho line. The three main railway lines Thorn-Lovicz, Kalisz-Skiernievice and Czenstochova-Skiernievice, of which the Germans obtained tho entire mastery by the middle of December, form, as it were, a spear-head, though a blunt one, against the Bzura-Rawka line. But, on tho other hand, that line, in the close neighbourhood of Warsaw, is no less well provided with means of communication. Further down to the south, the advantage of communications lay with the Russians, and, after the German attempt at breaking through round Inovlodz had failed, this central part of the Polish zone is but seldom heard of. In tho extreme south, on both sides of the Vistula, the Nida and the Dunajec form a more continuous and more marked line of division than the rivers further north, being in themselves a more serious obstacle than either the Bzura or Ravka.
The position in the entire Polish zone at the New Year may be described as extremely favourable for our Allies. They hold an advanced position in front of the Vistula, and they are now using as an additional artery of communication that great river, which during Hindenburg*s first invasion of Poland had served as a defence for their armies. Should the line of their trenches be pierced, they can again fall back upon the line of the Vistula, and such a retreat would in that zone merely strengthen their position. Their chief railway junctions lie east of the Vistula, and #> railway line parallel to the river-front runs on its eastern fide, well out of the reach of any guns which might be placed on its western bank. The line approaches closer to tho river only between Ivangorod and Novo-Alexandria and south of Warsaw. But round these two points, before which the first German offensive had broken down in October, practically impreg-